Jim Gold International Folk Tours
and Richard Schmidt present:

Poland !

Travel
to Poland
broadens
one!

Folk Dancing, Music, Art, History, Culture, Adventure !

June 14-27, 2015

Kraków,Zakopane,
Wroc³aw, Berlin,
Gdañsk, Olsztyn, Warsaw
Led by
i

Richard Schmidt

i
i
i

Castles, palaces, historic sites, and museums !
Meet with local folk dance groups !
Breathtaking scenery from mountains to sea !
Price includes city tours, hotels,two meals daily, guide,
private deluxe motorcoach and folk dancing workshops!

i

Click here for VIDEO of 2013 TOUR OF POLAND!

Itinerary
Day 1: Sunday, June 14: Depart June 13 (or earlier) to fly to Kraków on airline of your choice.
Welcome Dinner and folk dancing in the evening with Richard at our hotel.
Day 2-3: Monday-Tuesday, June 15-16: Kraków: Bus
and walking tour of the city. Excursion to
the Wieliczka Salt Mine, a 3-mile underground
walk through chambers, caves and chapels
adorned with statues sculptured from salt. Tour
and shopping opportunities at the “PERFEKT”
Folk Costume Factory and guided tour of the
Ethnographic Museum.
Kraków (Polish pronunciation: [0krakuf] also Krakow, or Cracow (English /0kræka/), is the
second largest and one of the oldest cities in Poland. Situated on the Vistula River (Polish: Wis³a)

in the Lesser Poland region, the city dates back to the 7th century. Kraków has
traditionally been one of the leading centers of Polish academic, cultural, and artistic life
and is one of Poland’s most important economic hubs. It was the capital of Poland from
1038 to 1596; the capital of the Grand Duchy of Kraków from 1846 to 1918; and the
capital of Kraków Voivodeship from the 14th century to 1999. It is now the capital of the
Lesser Poland Voivodeship.
Day 4: Wednesday, June 17: Zakopane with its special architecture. Look for large nests and
the storks who built them. Fresh mountain air! Great shopping. Raft ride along the
winding Dunajec river with local mountain folk dressed in full regalia. Sing and dance
with the local groups at Czarci Jar Folk Restaurant.
Zakopane (pronounced [zak]0pane], (Slovak: Zakopané) is a town in southern Poland. It
lies in the southern part of the Podhale region at the foot of the Tatra Mountains. From
1975 to 1998 it was
in the Nowy S¹cz Province,
but since 1999 it
has been in Lesser Poland
Province. It had a
population of about 28,000
as of 2004.
Zakopane is a center
of Góral culture
and is known informally as
“the winter capital
of Poland”. It is a popular
destination for
mountaineering, skiing, and
tourism. The earliest documents mentioning Zakopane date to the 17th century, describing
a glade called Zakopisko. In 1676 it was a village of 43 inhabitants. In 1824 it was sold to
the Homola family together with a section of the Tatra Mountains.
Day 5: Thursday, June 18: Stops in Oœwiêcim to visit the infamous concentration camp
Auschwitz and then head on to Czêstochowa to see Poland’s holiest icon
“The Black Madonna”, followed by an evening of FolkDancing in
our Hotel. The origins of the icon and the date of its composition are
still hotly contested among scholars. The difficulty in dating the icon
stems from the fact that the original image was painted over, after
being badly damaged by Hussite raiders in 1430. Medieval restorers
unfamiliar with the encaustic method found that the paints they
applied to the damaged areas “simply sloughed off the image”
according to the medieval chronicler Risinius, and their solution was
to erase the original image and to repaint it on the original panel,
which was believed to be holy because of its legendary origin as a table top
from the home of the Holy Family.
Day 6: Friday, June 19: We head to Wroc³aw. One of Poland’s most beautiful cities on the
Oder River. It is the largest city in Western Poland and is the capital of the
Silesian Region of the country. A popular way of seeing the city is to sail
the passenger vessels floating on the river. It is also home to my family
who were forced to move here after the occupation of my father’s home
town of Lwow by the Soviet Union after WWII.
Day 7: Saturday, June 20: A 2-hour drive west and we find ourselves in the
German capital of Berlin where we will soak up the sites and history of
this beautiful city on the River Spree. Take a guided tour and then set you free to
wander at your leisure. Soak up the culture and enjoy the beautiful architecture.

Day 8: Sunday, June 21: We’ll spend the morning shopping and visiting in Berlin and after
lunch we will head back to Poland, to the city of Szczecin. This major seaport’s history
began in the 8th century and has a lot to offer our inquiring minds.
Day 9: Monday, June 22: On this day we will pamper ourselves with a day at
Mielno Beach resort and spa on the Baltic Sea. Sunshine and a sandy
beach are just what a weary dancing traveler needs to rejuvenate the soul
and body. A scrumptious meal in one of the fine-dining establishments
serving the fresh catch of the day and then we will be on our way again.
Day 10: Tuesday, June 23: Staying along the seaside – Gdañsk, Gdynia and Sopot. Ports,
ships, beaches, the famous boardwalk. You will see it all! Relax at the seaside or visit
the Old World grand hotels, Gothic churches and romantic cobblestone alleys. Listen to
the world-famous organ in the Oliwa Cathedral and a stop at Westerplatte, where WWII
began. Great food, dancing under the stars.
Day 11: Wednesday, June 24: Day trip to Malbork Castle, former seat of the once-powerful
Teutonic Knights.Under continuous construction for nearly 230 years, the castle
complex is actually three castles nested in one another. A classic example of a medieval
fortress, it is the world’s largest brick castle and one of the most
impressive of its kind in Europe. The castle was in the process of being
restored when World War II broke out. During the war, the castle was
over 50% destroyed. Restoration has been ongoing since the war.
However, the main cathedral in the castle, fully restored just prior to
the war and destroyed during the war, remains in its ruined state. The
castle and its museum are listed as UNESCO’s World Heritage Sites. From there we
drive onto Olsztyn in the Warmia and Mazury region (Lake district of Poland) and meet
up with a local folk group for dancing and singing around the camp fire.
Day 12-13 : Thursday-Friday, June 25-26: Warszawa (Warsaw)the capital city of Poland.
Once nearly totally destroyed, this vibrant city is not to be missed.Citytour of the
Old Town, the Ghetto Memorial site, Lazienki Park, Monument of the 1944
Warsaw Uprising, Chopin Monument. Folk Dancing,
shopping, free time to explore on your own. Although Poland
is part of the EU it has not adopted the Euro and so prices in
the Polish z³oty are very comparable to North American
prices. We will have our farewell dinner together, exchange
contact info, promise to share photos, hug and kiss and say
our do widzenias (au revoirs) to one another. Along the way
we will visit the home of Chopin and visit with a local Folk Ensemble who will let
you try on their costumes and teach you some of their favorite dances.
Day 14: Saturday, June 27: Return to airport for flight of your choice.

About Richard Schmidt:
Richard Schmidt received the “Lifetime Achievement Award” from the Polish
government fourteen years ago for his dedication in promoting Polish culture abroad
and he hasn’t slowed down since. He is the Founder and Artistic Director of “The
White Eagle Folk Dance Academy” in his hometown of Montreal, Canada, as well as,
the Artistic Director for The Lechowia Polish Folk Dance Company of Toronto. His
instructional workshops and choreography have been complimented by decades of

studies under several of Poland's top dance specialists. He has choreographed and taught for folk
ensembles in Europe and North America since his teens and he is much sought after on the International
Folk Camp circuit both in the Americas and Asia. With two successful folk tours of Poland under his
belt, Richard’s vast network is sure to provide you with that special activity or thing that personally
interests you. His easy going temperament, his fluent English, knowledge of Polish and French,
understanding of Poland's culture and his excitement and joie-de-vivre add to the comfort and
experience of all his guests!

Land Only: $3795
REGISTRATION FORM: I can't wait to go! Enclosed is my registration deposit of
$200 per person, refundable until March 9th. Single supplement: $795. Additional charges are:
$85 hotel taxes and service. Gratuities are not included. Program subject to change without
notice. Cancellations 30 to 45 days prior to departure: Refund 50% of total price. Less than 30
days: No refund. Travel insurance recommended. Total balance due April 1, 2015
Name___________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________
No. of people_____Phone(_____)__________________Email______________________
Make checks payable to: Jim Gold International, Inc. 497 Cumberland Avenue, Teaneck,
NJ 07666 (201) 836-0362 www.jimgold.com Email: jimgold@jimgold.com

JIM GOLD INTERNATIONAL: TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Air Transportation: International air not included except as noted.
Rates: Tour rates are subject to change in the event of currency fluctuations or increase in costs.
Inclusive tour rates are per person in double occupancy. In case of computer or human billing errors, we
reserve the right to re-invoice clients with corrected billing.
Reservations: Deposits and Payments: Deposit of $200 per person is required at time of reservation.
Balance is due 90 days prior to departure date.
Changes: Prices and program subject to change without notice
Baggage: One baggage per person and a carry on is allowed.
Cancellations: Cancellations 45 days prior to departure: Refund 50% of total price. Less than 30
days: No refund. Additionally, any cancellation fees imposed by the respective hotels, airlines, tour
companies and cruise lines will be charged. Travel Insurance is non-refundable as are unused services.
Gratuities: Tipping to guides, drivers, transfer personnel and hotel staff is left to the discretion of the
participants and is not included.
Insurance: Tour participants are strongly recommended to purchase insurance for trip cancellation, trip
interruption, accident, sickness and/or loss of baggage and personal effects.
Dispute Resolution: The sole and exclusive method of resolving any dispute which might rise under this
agreement and any agreement between Jim Gold International, Inc., and another party (ies), the brochure
or website and deemed to arise in the United States of America, shall be by arbitration before the
American Arbitration Association in New York City pursuant to the Association’s rules then in effect.
Any such arbitration must take place in N.Y.C., N.Y. In any such arbitration, the substantive law of N.Y.
will apply. In the event a tour participant should find a service or hotel unacceptable, it should be
reported immediately to the local representative and to Jim Gold International, Inc. upon their immediate
return. No claim shall be deemed legitimate if not reported to the local representative and if reported after
the scheduled service or after departure from the hotel.
Responsibility: Jim Gold International, Inc. Of 497 Cumberland Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666 U.S.A acts
solely in its capacity as marketing agent on behalf of its suppliers such as air carriers, ground operator,
taxi suppliers, motor coach suppliers, excursion or tour companies and hotels identified on documents
supplied in connection with purchase of the tours. Jim Gold International, Inc. shall not be held
responsible for any wrongful or negligent acts or omissions by any supplier or other party not directly
owned or exclusively controlled by Jim Gold International, Inc. or by the failure of any equipment
operated by any such supplier or other party. Jim Gold International, Inc. shall not be liable for any loss,
injury or damage to person, property or otherwise, in connection with any accommodations,
transportation, or other services, resulting directly or indirectly from any acts of God, dangerous incident
to the sea, fire, breakdown of machinery or equipment, acts of government or other authorities, wars
whether or not declared, hostilities, civil disturbances, strikes, riots, thefts, pilferage, epidemics,
quarantines, medical or customs regulations, defaults, delays or cancellations of or changes to itineraries
or schedules, or from any causes resulting from insufficient or improperly issued passports, visas, or
other documents passports, visas, or other documents.
Neither Jim Gold International, Inc. nor any of its affiliates or subsidiaries shall be or become liable
or responsible for any additional expenses or liability sustained or incurred by the tour member as a
result of any of the aforementioned causes. Tour participant agrees that any claim against Jim Gold
International, Inc. is subject only to the jurisdiction of the courts of the country in which the cause of
action arose. The right is reserved to substitute hotels and to alter itineraries. The right is also reserved to
cancel the tour prior to departure. If any tour is canceled prior to departure, Jim Gold International, Inc.
will be responsible only up to the amount of monies Jim Gold International, Inc. received less any
cancellation fee applied by a supplier as defined above. Travel Insurance is recommended.
Jim Gold International, Inc. is not responsible or liable for defaults of those not directly under the
exclusive control of Jim Gold International, Inc.
All tickets and vouchers issued for transportation and services are subject to the terms and
conditions under which such transportation and services are provided to the participant by the owners or

contractors. The traveler assumes full responsibility for, and hereby releases Jim Gold International, Inc.
from any duty of checking and verifying any and all passport, visa, vaccination or other entry
requirements for each destination, and all safety and security conditions during the length of the proposed
travel. Should any clause contained here in be determined void by any court of law, such a finding shall
not affect the other clauses contained herein; each clause is a covenant which stand on its own. The
receipt of your deposit and/or final payment will indicate that you have read these Terms and Conditions,
and that you have agreed to them. Prices are subject to change.
Jim Gold International, Inc. 497 Cumberland Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666 U.S.A.
Phone: (201) 836-0362 www.jimgold.com e-mail: jimgold@jimgold.com

