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Thessaloniki 
 

 

Led by Lee Otterholt 
Guided by Maroula Konti 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.jimgold.com/
https://www.jimgold.com/
https://www.jimgold.com/folk-tours-2/greece-october-2024/
https://www.jimgold.com/about/meet-lee/
https://www.jimgold.com/meet-maroula-konti/


Featuring: 
★ Athens, Nauplia, Sparta, Olympia, Delphi, Meteora,                      

Mycenae, and Epidaurus, Thessaloniki  

★ Folk dancing with Lee Otterholt (Zeibekikos and more) 

★ Meet and dance with local Greek folkdance groups  

★ Price includes hotels, private bus, guide, sightseeing  

    for land tour, all breakfasts and dinners (except Athens)              

 
ITINERARY 
 Friday, October 18: Departure on airline of your choice.   
  
Day 1-2: Saturday-Sunday, October 19-20:  

Tour begins.  Arrive in Athens.  ”The gods could 
have lived anywhere: They chose Greece.” Transfer 
to our  hotel. Welcome dinner. Explore ancient and 
modern city of Athens; visit  the Royal Palace, 
Temple of Olympian Zeus, Acropolis, and Omonia 
Square.  Greek folk dancing with Maria’s local folk 
dance group  See (dancing Hasapico in Maria’s 
class): See video. Overnight Parthenon hotel in Athens.  

 
Day 3: Monday, October 21:   
Drive to Cape Sounio, known for its Temple of Poseidon, one of the 

major monuments of the Golden Age of Athens.  Its remains are  
perched on the headland, surrounded on three sides by the Aegean sea. 
Wine tasting in Spata. Overnight Parthenon in Athens. 
 

FIVE DAY CLASSICAL TOUR  
 Day 4: Tuesday, October 22:  

See Corinthian canal.  Visit archaeological site of Mycenae.  
Legend has it that the name was connected to the 
Greek mykēs (μύκης,   "mushroom").  theater at 
Epidaurus. Dinner. Folk dancing with Niko’s group   
Overnight at Hotel Liberty in Nauplion .  

 

Day 5: Wednesday, October 23: 
Visit Palamidi castle.  Ouzo tasting in Karonis.  Visit a farm for the orange harvest. Walking 

tour of Nauplia, a Peloponnesian coastal city, capital of the regional unit of Argolis. 

Founded in antiquity, the city became an important seaport in the Middle Ages.  

Overnight at Hotel Liberty in Nauplion.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQF8C-gRhXw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4h7Cjglb7AE&list=PLjW_hFQK0Cfypwy8aAY06HwyhTc_jCUep&index=12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Royal_Palace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_of_Olympian_Zeus,_Athens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acropolis_of_Athens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omonoia_Square
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omonoia_Square
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqamYOWOAZk&list=PLjW_hFQK0Cfypwy8aAY06HwyhTc_jCUep&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqamYOWOAZk&list=PLjW_hFQK0Cfypwy8aAY06HwyhTc_jCUep&index=11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sounion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_of_Poseidon,_Sounion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Age_of_Athens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aegean_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corinth_Canal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mycenae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epidaurus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palamidi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nafplio


Day 6: Thursday, October 24:  
Depart for Olympia.  Drive through central Peloponnese passing Megalopolis and Tripolis.  
The Peleponnesian city of Kalamata where the Syrtos,  the national dance of Greece,  
(Kalamatianos) originated.  (Along with Kalamate olives,  (See youtube video) Visit the  
Museum and archeological site of Olympia, birthplace of the Olympic Games.  Dinner, 
folk dancing (see video). Overnight at Hotel Olympian Asty in Olympia.  

 

 

 
Day 7: Friday, October 25:  
Depart for Delphi.  Drive through Nafpakto.  100 year old Yiayia dances Tsamiko on Easter 
Sunday in Nafpaktos.  Visit Delphi museum and  archeological site.   
Dinner, folk dancing, and overnight Hotel Amalia in Delphi. 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olympia,_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peloponnese
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KlSfFWO64ZU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6EkYI4QzpDg&list=PLjW_hFQK0Cfypwy8aAY06HwyhTc_jCUep&index=15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delphi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nafpaktos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5Tra12g7OQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5Tra12g7OQ


Day 8: Saturday, October 26:   
Drive through Arachova, Lamia, and Trikala. Arrive in Kalambaka.  Home of 
Karagouna (see video) and the Karagonides Festival.  Visit two of the most famous 
Meteora monasteries.  Dinner, folk dancing. Overnight in Hotel Grand Meteora 
in Kastraki. 
 

 
   

Day 9-11: Sunday, October 27-Tuesday, October 29:  

Depart for Thessaloniki.  Ochi  day celebrations, parade, and more!  Visit ancient Aigai, 
capital of the Macedonian kings.  In 1977 the professor Manolis Andronikos uncovered four 
royal tombs in Vergina. The studies indicated that the largest of the tombs belonged to Philip 
II, the father of Alexander the Great. The underground museum contains the graves and all 
the valuable grave offerings, including the famous golden larnax of Philip with the star of 
Vergina.  City tour of Thessalonika.  (Northern Greece, home of the hora Zondaritikos: see  
videos). We’ll visit castle, Modiano Market, and archeological museum.  White tower and 
Church of Agios Dimitrios. 
   
The Ochi day is one of the two national holidays in Greece and it is celebrated everywhere in 

our country with school parades.  But in Thessaloniki it is really unique. Here's why: Greece 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalabaka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meteora
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thessaloniki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohi_Day
https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=41&q=Vergina+philip+of+Macedon&cvid=08cf8efceca84d9f8cc2362f9f14ef40&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIGCAEQABhAMgYIAhAAGEAyBggDEAAYQDIGCAQQABhAMgYIBRAAGEAyBggGEC4YQDIGCAcQABhAMgYICBAAGEDSAQkyMDY2MmowajGoAgCwAgA&FORM=ANNTA1&PC=U531
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDizdtQjPOA&list=PLjW_hFQK0Cfypwy8aAY06HwyhTc_jCUep&index=35


was liberated from the Ottomans in 1830, but northern Greece remained under the Turks until 

1912 (Balkan wars). The city was liberated on the 26th of October, the feast day of saint 

Dimitri is, the patron saint of the city. So, as you understand it is a double celebration for the 

people. It's the ceremonial Celebration in the big church and after the service, the impressive 

military parade. The main road leading to the White Tower was renamed to "leoforos Nikis" 

Niki means Victory. It was renamed by the king George I, who entered the city. It's really 

unique and impressive.  The celebration lasts 3 days, with parade on the 28th. Dinner and 
overnight in Hotel Classical Imperial Palace. 
. 

 
 

Day 12: Wednesday, October 30:   Breakfast and flight home.  (Or back to Athens)   
 

See YOUTUBE tour videos ! 
  

About Lee Otterholt  
Lee Otterholt, born in USA of Norwegian-American parents, has lived 
and worked in Norway as a professional dancer, teacher, and 
choreographer.  He founded the Center for International Folk Dance in 
Oslo, and was professor of dance folklore at the Norwegian National 
College of Ballet, and University College of Oslo.  Lee established folk 
dance and performing groups in Norway, taught at festivals and 
workshops throughout Europe, United States, and East Asia, and 
authored folk dance and instructional manuals for Norwegian schools. 
He was a choreographer for the Opening Ceremony of the Winter 
Olympic Games in Lillehammer. 

 
 

About Maroula Konti  

Maroula Konti was born in Athens, in a beautiful neighborhood of Plaka, at the foot of the 
Acropolis. She finished the National School of Tourist Guides. For many years she has guided 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyjivjebUwJP0_-KMD-N_Ng
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyjivjebUwJP0_-KMD-N_Ng
https://www.jimgold.com/about/meet-lee/
https://www.jimgold.com/meet-maroula-konti/


visitors to sites of archeological interest, bringing them closer to 
the Greek history, culture and modern life. Maroula speaks 
English and German, translates books and films, and has written 
two books for children.  She is also a member of a choir and a 
music band. For the past fifteen years, she has organized folk 
dance classes and meetings with local folk dance groups for Jim 
Gold tours.   
 

Land Only: $4995   
 

REGISTRATION: I can't wait to go!  Enclosed is my registration deposit of $200 per 
person, totally refundable until June 30th.  Single Supplement: $1295.  Additional 
charges: hotel taxes and service: $185.  Gratuities not included in the price.  Program 
subject to change without notice. Cancellations 90 days prior to departure: Total 
refund. Less than 90 days: No refund. Travel insurance recommended.  Total balance 
due July 15, 2024.  

 
Name______________________________________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________________________ 
No. of 
People_______Phone_(_____)______________________Email_________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to: Jim Gold International, Inc. 497 Cumberland Avenue,  Teaneck, NJ 
07666   (201) 836-0362   www.jimgold.com   Email: jimgold@jimgold.com 
 

 

mailto:jimgold@jimgold.com


 

JIM GOLD INTERNATIONAL:  TERMS AND CONDITIONS  

Air Transportation:  International air not included except as noted. 
Rates: Tour rates are subject to change in the event of currency fluctuations or increase in costs. Inclusive tour rates 
are per person in double occupancy. In case of computer or human billing errors, we reserve the right to reinvoice 
clients with corrected billing. 
Reservations: Deposits and Payments: Deposit of $200 per person is required at time of reservation. Balance is due 90 
days prior to departure date.  
Changes: Prices and program subject to change without notice 
Baggage: One baggage per person and a carry on is allowed.  
Cancellations: Cancellations 90 days prior to departure: Total refund. Less than 90 days: No refund. Additionally, any 
cancellation fees imposed by the respective hotels, airlines, tour companies and cruise lines will be charged. Travel 
Insurance is non-refundable as are unused services. 
Gratuities: Tipping to guides, drivers, transfer personnel and hotel staff is left to the discretion of the participants and 
is not included. 
Insurance: Tour participants are strongly recommended to purchase insurance for trip cancellation, trip interruption, 
accident, sickness and/or loss of baggage and personal effects.  
Dispute Resolution: The sole and exclusive method of resolving any dispute which might rise under this agreement 
and any agreement between Jim Gold International, Inc., and another party (ies), the brochure or website and deemed 
to arise in the United States of America, shall be by arbitration before the American Arbitration Association in New 
York City pursuant to the Association’s rules then in effect. Any such arbitration must take place in N.Y.C., N.Y. In any 
such arbitration, the substantive law of N.Y. will apply. In the event a tour participant should find a service or hotel 
unacceptable, it should be reported immediately to the local representative and to Jim Gold International, Inc. upon 
their immediate return. No claim shall be deemed legitimate if not reported to the local representative and if reported 
after the scheduled service or after departure from the hotel. 
Responsibility: Jim Gold International, Inc. Of 497 Cumberland Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666 U.S.A  acts solely in its 
capacity as marketing agent on behalf of its suppliers such as air carriers, ground operator, taxi suppliers, motor coach 
suppliers, excursion or tour companies and hotels identified on documents supplied in connection with purchase of the 
tours. Jim Gold International, Inc. shall not be held responsible for any wrongful or negligent acts or omissions by any 
supplier or other party not directly owned or exclusively controlled by Jim Gold International, Inc. or by the failure of 
any equipment operated by any such supplier or other party. Jim Gold International, Inc. shall not be liable for any loss, 
injury or damage to person, property or otherwise, in connection with any accommodations, transportation, or other 
services, resulting directly or indirectly from any acts of God, dangerous incident to the sea, fire, breakdown of 
machinery or equipment, acts of government or other authorities, wars whether or not declared, hostilities, civil 
disturbances, strikes, riots, thefts, pilferage, epidemics, quarantines, medical or customs regulations, defaults, delays 
or cancellations of or changes to itineraries or schedules, or from any causes resulting from insufficient or improperly 
issued passports, visas, or other documents passports, visas, or other documents.   
Neither Jim Gold International, Inc. nor any of its affiliates or subsidiaries shall be or become liable or responsible for 
any additional expenses or liability sustained or incurred by the tour member as a result of any of the aforementioned 
causes. Tour participant agrees that any claim against Jim Gold International, Inc. is subject only to the jurisdiction of 
the courts of the country in which the cause of action arose. The right is reserved to substitute hotels and to alter 
itineraries. The right is also reserved to cancel the tour prior to departure. If any tour is canceled prior to departure, 
Jim Gold International, Inc. will be responsible only up to the amount of monies Jim Gold International, Inc. received 
less any cancellation fee applied by a supplier as defined above. Travel Insurance is recommended. 
Jim Gold International, Inc. is not responsible or liable for defaults of those not directly under the exclusive control of 
Jim Gold International, Inc. 
All tickets and vouchers issued for transportation and services are subject to the terms and conditions under which 
such transportation and services are provided to the participant by the owners or contractors. The traveler assumes 
full responsibility for, and hereby releases Jim Gold International, Inc. from any duty of checking and verifying any and 
all passport, visa, vaccination or other entry requirements for each destination, and all safety and security conditions 
during the length of the proposed travel. Should any clause contained here in be determined void by any court of law, 



such a finding shall not affect the other clauses contained herein; each clause is a covenant which stand on its own. 
The receipt of your deposit and/or final payment will indicate that you have read these Terms and Conditions, and that 
you have agreed to them. Prices are subject to change. 
 
Jim Gold International, Inc.  497 Cumberland Avenue,   Teaneck, NJ 07666  U.S.A. 
Phone: (201) 836-0362    www.jimgold.com      e-mail: jimgold@jimgold.com   
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